“EQUALITY OF RIGHTS UNDER THE LAW SHALL NOT BE DENIED OR ABRIDGED 
BY THE UNITED STATES OR BY ANY STATE ON ACCOUNT OF SEX.” 


National Woman’s Party Convention 


| 
| Friday, Saturday and Sunday—June 12, 13, 14—Washington, D. C. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


FRIDAY, JUNE 12 Music by Women’s Air Force Band— 
REGISTRATION—Alva Belmont House, 144 Constitution Capt. MaryBelle Nissly, conducting 
Ave., N. E. 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. and 7 P.M. to 10 P. M. 
BUSINESS SESSION—Library—Alva Belmont House— BANQUET—Congressional Room, 
10 A. M. to 12 Noon Willard Hotel—7:30 P. M. 
| Mrs. Murrell, National Chairman, presiding | Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, presiding | 
| Reports of National Officers Opening Prayer followed by the Pledge of Alle- |} 
| Reports of State Chairmen and Committee Chair- giance to The Flag, led by Miss Mary E. Wil- | 
men | liamson, Convention Chairman | 
| INFORMAL DINNER at Dodge Hotel—7:00 P. M. Speakers: Mrs. India Edwards, Vice-Chairman, | 
| Equal Rights Workshop Democratic National Committee, “Women in | 
| Politics”; Hon. Katharine St. George (R-N. Y.), | 
| Chief Sponsor of Equal Rights Amendment in | 
be the House of Representatives, “The Equal Rights | 
| SATURDAY, JUNE 13 Amendment”; Closing Remarks, Mrs. Ethel | 
| BUSINESS SESSION—Library—Alva Belmont House— National Notional 
| 10 A. M. to 12 Noon Woman's Party | 
| Mrs. Murrell, presiding 


Reports of Committees on Resolutions, Credentials, © SUNDAY, JUNE 14 


and Nominations 
Mrs. Murrell, presiding 


| 

LUNCHEON at Dodge Hotel—12:30. P. M. Introduction of and responses by newly el | 
| 

| 

| 


| 

| 

| 

Miss Anne Carter, presiding oficect | 
Speakers—Mrs. May Craig, “Women in the News- | 
| paper Field”; Miss Ruth Crane, “Women in INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS |} 
| Radio Fields” | in Garden of Alva Belmont House—2:30 P. M. | 
|| | CEREMONY IN Crypt OF UNITED STATES Miss Williamson, presiding 
CaPiITOL—2:30 P. M. (Followed by Garden Party) | 
| Remarks by 12 Congressmen on their Identical Se | 
| Equal Rights Resolutions introduced in House MEETING OF JOINT COUNCILS in Library of Alva Bel- | 
| of Representatives mont House—4:00 P. M. 

| 


National Woman’s Party is primarily an educational and informational organization. Founded “to raise the status of women,” we are interested in 
assisting women to obtain top places in government, business, and as partners in the home. We have a legislative committee, which deals with law. 


We have nine other major committees covering the educational field. 
Ethel Ernest Murrell, National Chairman—National Woman’s Party. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by ‘the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 


“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


“This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced: 


In House, H.J.R. 74, January 3, by Rep. Katherine St. George (R) 
New York, and 122 Co-Sponsors. Referred to House Judiciary 
Committee, Chauncey W. Reed, Chairman (R) Illinois. Sub-Judi- 
ciary No. 4, Rep. Wm. C. McCulloch, Chairman (R) Ohio. 


In Senate, S.J.R. 49, by Senator John Marshall Butler of Maryland, 
and 23 Co-Sponsors. Referred to Senate Judiciary, Senator Wm. 
Langer, North Dakota, Chairman. Senate Sub-Judiciary on Amend- 
ments, Senator Langer, Chairman. 


Reported out of Senate Judiciary Committe unanimously. May 4, 1953. 


EDUCATION, PERSUASION AND 
EXAMPLE 


The President, according to Mr. John Foster Dulles, 
Secretary of State, believes that “education, persuasion 
and example, rather than a treaty”, will best encour- 
age the promotion of human rights and freedoms. 
These remarks were made in the context of the Admin- 
istration’s decision not to sign the UN convention on 
political rights of women. 


National Woman’s Party understands fully the need 
for education, persuasion, and example. We have 
worked ceaséless at local, State and national levels, 
since 1923 to secure equality for women, who are one- 
half the citizens of the United States. We have had 
ample experience in the efforts required to inform 
members of Congress, organizations and individuals 


(Continued on page 4) 


The Senate Judiciary Committee, on May 4 re- 
ported out with unanimous approval the Equal 
Rights Amendment S8.J.R. 49. 

It came up on the Senate Calendar and Senator 
Taft moved that a special day be designated for 


the Senate vote as it was an important measure. 


Massachusetts 


Radcliffe College is building a research library re- 
lating to the social and historical contributions of 
American women. Established in 1944, the Women’s 
Archives is coilecting material covering three cen- 
turies of women’s political activities, occupations, 
professions, and family lives. The fields of education, 
social reform, medicine, law, and. religion also came 
within its scope. Our National Chairman, Mrs. Murrell 
was among the lst women contacted. Two of her 
books are in the Archives. 

The Archives would welcome contributions of books 
and papers pertaining to women’s role in government 
and the struggle for political equality. It is particu- 
larly interested in receiving material about women 
office holders in local, state, and national legislatures 
and the records of organizations which have promoted 
political advancement. Funds to further develop the 
research library devoted to American women—past, 
present, and future—would also be accepted with ap- 
preciation. For further information write to Mrs. Rich- 
ard Borden, Director, Radcliffe Women’s Archives, 10 
Garden Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


N ew York 


On May 25 the Women Lawyers Association of 
New York and the Women’s Share in Public Service 
held their first of a series of Forums on the “Status of 
Women’. The panel included Ethel Ernest Murrell, 
Chairman of the National Woman’s Party, Hon. 
Eugene Keogh, M.C., Hon. Sophie Grinberg, Vinaver 
(Paris), United Nations Commission, Status of 
Women, Hon. Birdie Amsterdam, Justice, Municipal 
Court, N.Y.C., Hon. Charles F. Murphy, Justice, Magis- 
trates Court, N.Y.C. 

The theme of the heated debate was the Status of 
Women. Mrs. Murrell ably supported the Equal Rights 
Amendment and according to the N. Y. Times she de- 
livered an impassioned plea that brought thunderous 
applause. 

Kep. Keogh said “Women did not need legislation 
for their status. But they must act as citizens, not 
as women.” 

Support for “Acts, not legislation” came from Magis- 
trate Murphy and Deputy Commissioner Sidney Baron. 
The Amendment was approved unanimously by pe 
Senate Judiciary Committee and is expected to g 
before the Senate for a vote this month. 


India 


The Hindu Marriage and Divorce Bill which was 
introduced in the Parliament of India some time ago 
which passed the Select Committee in 1948, is now 
being discussed in both Houses of Parliament. 

The main features of the Bill are enforcement of 
monogamy and provision of divorce. The National 
Council of Women in India think it should apply to 
the whole nation irrespective of caste or creed, and 
not just to Hindus. Its advocates have great hopes 
of its passage in the immediate session. 
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Jacqueline Cochran 


On May 18 in Lancaster, Calif., Jacqueline Cochran 
made a new world’s record for distance and speed. She 
flew a Canadian-built Sabrejet around a 100-kilometer 
closed course at an average speed of 652 miles an hour. 


Luxembourg 


On April 10 Grand Duchess Charlotte of Luxem- 
bourg awarded the grand Cross of the Oak to Mrs. 
Perle Mesta, departing United States Minister. Mrs. 
Mesta said the Grand Duchess told her the award was 
in recognition of her good work for better Luxembourg- 
American friendship during her term here, beginning 
in 1949. | 


England 


Women Engineers are being sought by the British 
Electricity Authority. 

So long as the present rate of construction of power 
stations continues, 300 graduates, men or women will 
be needed each year for the generating staff alone, and 
officers who are now visiting the universities and tech- 
nical colleges are ready to offer training opportunities 
to women on equal terms with men. 


Mrs. Cowper-Coles, who became an Associate of 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, and who is 
only the third woman to receive that rare honor, 


thoroughly recommends scientific invention for anyone 


who seeks an exciting life with never a moment’s 


boredom. 


She is on the editorial staff of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers the position in which she won 
her latest honor. 


Greece 


The movement to secure equal rights for women in 
Greece is 30 years old. These thirty years have been 
hard struggles, enthusiastic endeavors, hopes and dis- 
appointments but never discouragement. It was not 
sufficient simply to fight male prejudice and discrimi- 
nation: the struggle had to be waged from the position 
of civil equality, and this position was gradually won. 

Mrs. Eleni Skoura, Greece’s first woman member of 
Parliament, justly holds a place in the Chamber of 
Deputies. She is not only a well-known lawyer, running 
a legal practice in Salonica with her husband, also a 
lawyer, but she has, besides, an outstanding record of 
activity in the national and social spheres. 


Wisconsin 

The Sheboygan Business and Professional Women’s 
Club featured on its April program a talk on the 
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT. It was presented 
by the Sheboygan Chairman, Mrs. Gerlat. 

She clearly stated the facts on a question and answer 
basis of what, why, when and how, revealing women 
in many states are not full citizens of the United 
States, since they are not on an equal basis with men 
from a legal standpoint. Many discriminations exist 
which will have to be eliminated before women can 
enjoy their full citizenship in the United States. 


Women in Wisconsin, however, are much more for- 
tunate than in many other states since in 1921 the 
Legislature passed a law that gave women the same 
rights and privileges under the law as men in the 
exercise of suffrage, freedom of contract, choice of 
residence for voting purposes, jury service, holding 
office, holding and conveying property and care and 
custody of children. 

There are still some major restrictions including 
these—the husband may obtain divorce on grounds not 

(Continued on page 4) 
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ACME PRINTING CO., INC. 
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Julius Gar Com 


J > 

ana § 
distinctive handbags 
The leather-lined elegance of 
handbags generously designed of 
Jutland calf with the exciting eR 

viewpoint of travel. Small, 12.95; 
large, 18.75 plus tax. 4 
HANDBAGS, FIRST FLOOR 
Treasured is the gift with the - 


Garfinckel label . . . whether 

from our First-Floor accessory shops, 
our China, Linen and Glassware Shops 
on the Seventh Floor or our Couturier 


Salon, Third Floor, 


F STREET AT FOURTEENTH 


Education, Persuasion and Example 
(Continued from page 2) 
regarding the necessity for the passage of the Equal 


Rights Amendment—to end the inequalities and dis- 
criminations that exist throughout our land in the 


status of women citizens. We have done our share in 


education and persuasion, and so have the many or- 
ganizations who are supporters of the Amendment. 
We feel certain that in an actual test of sentiment, the 
majority of the American people would support the 
ideal of equality for all citizens, regardless of sex. 

There is no time like the present for the Adminis- 
tration to demonstrate that it means exactly what it 
says, and that we should set an example for the world 
by passing the Equal Rights Amendment at this pres- 
ent session of Congress. Repeatedly, we have warned 
that in the effort to assert the superiority of our way 
of life, and to prove our esteem for the principle of in- 
dividual freedom, dignity and equality, we are judged 
by our performance. Our words sound somewhat hol- 
low to the women of Asia, the Middle East and Africa, 
while we maintain our present constitutional status, 
be equality guaranteed to only one-half of our popu- 
ation. 

Congress can now uphold the Prothtank and set an 
example that would be a resounding advance for human 
freedom in the United States. All restrictions and dis- 
criminations in any field are a drag upon progress, and 
a weight upon our economy. We cannot help but feel 
that we give a weapon to our ideological foes in their 
attempts to label us as medieval and backward when 
we permit them to say that the women of the United 


States are » still sabeiil class citizens, 164 years after 
the adoption of our Constitution. 

Leadership in human progress requires courage, 
incisiveness of mind, and determination. We earnestly 
hope that the 83rd Congress will seize this opportunity 
to secure for themselves the historical honor of passing 


the Equal Rights Amendment this session, without 
further delay. 


Wisconsin 
(Continued from page 3) 
available to the wife, the hours of labor for women are 
limited and minimum wages are prescribed for women 
A fact brought out is that there is no stability in state 
law. Any State Legislature may change this at any 
time. Under the amendment, each state would adopt its 
own standards, but the standard in any one state would 
apply equally to men and women from a legal stand- 
point. The speaker urged all clubs and members to 
work willingly and diligently for the passage of the 
amendment, now pending in the House and Senate of 


the United States, in order that they may enjoy full 
American citizenship. | 


WOMAN'S LAW KIT 
Legal First Aid 
Ethel Ernest Murrell has written this book especially for women 
DOMESTIC RELATIONS — THE LAW OF INHERITANCES 
SIMPLE BUSINESS LAW 
It is in language so simple and concise it can be read as easilly as a 
magazine. 
Price $2.00 
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